S p rin g F o u n ta in
issu e s ta rg e te d
BUCKSPORT -After years
of stalled and, usually, unsatis
factory negotiations over safety
and health code issues, the town
manager has pledged a tougher
stance to force the owner of
Spring Fountain Inn to take
remedial action.
The owner, Assad Kahnhaq
of New Jersey, has failed to cor
rect a list of a host of building
and health issues. Meanwhile,
the town councilors have
allowed the business to operate
without a valid, $5 innkeepers’
license since the initial one
expired on May 25, 2018.
Another inspection by local
officials late last month report
edly showed serious code and
health issues remain.
A conference call with the
town’s lawyer, set for Tuesday

C o u n cilo rs: let the m a rke tin g begin
BUCKSPORT - The Town Council last
week unanimously supported the adoption of
a three-year municipal marketing plan pro
vided by a group of consultants from
Millinocket.
Tonight (2/4), the councilors will begin
deciding exactly which parts of the plan they
will carry out this year year by providing the
money to do the work.. They will have to
decide which, if any, parts of the work they
will put out for competitive bidding, and what
the rules for any bidding will be.
Finally, they must decide where the
money will come from, as the town is not
gaining any new tax incremental financing
(TIF) cash, which rises and falls based on
new industrial and commercial development
activity. In recent years, TIF account money
received in lieu of taxes as incentive to new
business projects - has supported the local
Department of Community and. Economic
Development and many of its projects.

- YEAR ONE Here’s what the marketing consultants at
the DesignLab suggest the council do during
the initial year, as listed in their 28-page
report after nine months of study::
• Encourage the attraction of new resi
dents They contend that adding a dozen
new families each year for three years would
require minimal new development activity
and help build the population. (No mention
is made of the steady outward migration of
the very young and the very old., or the
deaths among the nearly increasing segment
of elder residents. Increasingly, these resi
dents have been leaving tn their final years to
find supportive services elsewhere. Also, a
measurable number of high school gradu
ates do not remain here after they graduate.)
• Develop a new Bucksport logo, a
graphic design unique to the town.
• Develop a “Bucksport tagline,” and use

IN THE WORKS
APARTMENTS O R . . . ? The Town Council commit
tee got more details on the offer
by the Bangor-based Penquis
housing and social service
agency to build 40 apartments
on the town-owned lot on Main
Street.
They also heard local archi
tect John Gordon describe the
design and development research
he’d like to do for $10,000, a fee
he would waive if he was

THE BUCKSPORT
ENTERPRISE
105 Main Street
Bucksport, ME 04416

involved in any development
that might evolve from his work.
A Penquis spokesman said
the proposed units would aver
age roughly $200,000 to build.
Most would be roughly 600square foot one-bedroom units
that would rent for about $800a-month. The project, also would
likely require getting the lot for
$ 1 and a continuing tax break to
keep them affordable.
Finding a use for the empty
lot has been been on and off the
council’s agenda for some eight
years.
The councilors last week said
they’d have to think about both of the
most-recent idea some more.
PUT IT IN WRITING?
The owner of the apartment
buildings at Franklin and
Central streets wants to buy the
adjacent small town-owned

it in all of the town’s graphic designs. Ensure
consistency of voice in all internal and exter
nal communications,: the consultants said.
• Develop a new resident webpage op the
town’s site with better graphic design.
• Create retractable banners for use at
orientation events and local businesses The
consultants suggest spending, “$175 per
retractable banner plus graphic design.”
• “Use social media platforms (Facebook
and Instagram) to promote the quality of life
in Bucksport by establishing a consistent
social media (The consultants suggest
spending “$495/m onth for full service main
tenance of social media platforms).
• Facilitate collaboration between the
Town of Bucksport and it’s downtown pro
motional groups and agencies.
• Using the web and social media, to
promote Bucksport as a great place to live.

. Tidbits from the w e e k ’s n e w s
parking lot in a corner of the
larger lot off Franklin that serves
the nearby churches and the
public.
The councilors encouraged the
apartment owner tv make a more
detailed offer.
SOLAR PLAN on hold The town manager has, at least
temporarily, postponed any
effort to get a developer to put a
solar array atop the long-since
capped rubbish dump off
Central Street. While the project
has been talked about here for
about two years, a request for
proposals was only issued recent
ly and a site tour was about to
be held for would-be bidders.
However, the manager,
Susan M. Lessard, recently
learned the power company’s
regional distribution site only
can handle so much solar-gener

ated power and solar operators
with valid solar permits already
are in line to use the regional
site.
Lessard said the plan has not
been abandoned but simply post
poned. She said it will be re-eval
uated i f conditions in the regional
solar power marketplace change.
In the meantime, it seemed a poor '
use of the. town’s money and time.
The key to more solar power in
this region will be the state’s dis
tributions of financial incentives
to spur the development o f the
solar sites.
GOALS FOR 2021 - The
Town Council will begin setting
the cummunity’s goals for this
year when it meets at 6 p.m.
tonight (2/4). The session will be
cablecast and live streamed.

this week, was postponed
because the town office was
closed as a result of the snow
storm. It will be re-scheduled
very soon, promised Town
Manager Susan M. Lessard.
The town’s options will be
explored, up to and including in
the worst case scenario, declar
ing the motel to be “a dangero.us building”, resulting in its
closure. Lessard wants to avoid
that out of a concern for the.
many long-term residents who
cannot find alternative housing
with their government housing
support. She also suspects that
a closing order would prompt
more legal expense.
The latest inspection report has
been sent to the state fire marshal.
PLEASE SEE SPRING PAGE 8.

Fire dismpls
Knox View
apartments
No injuries, but all
tenants impacted
BUCKSPORT - A smoky
blaze gutted one of the 38
units at the Knox View
Apartments on the night of
Jan. 27, resulting in an estimat
ed $200,000 in damage to the
building, which is assessed at
$1.6 million.
All of the residents were
safely evacuated, first to the
chilly exterior of the structure
and later into a first floor recre
ation room once that space was
determined to be safe.
There were no injuries.
Many of the tenants are older,
frailer and, in some cases, have
mobility or other special issues,
complicating the evacuation
through smoke-filled halls and
stairways.
While the response time
from the nearby fire station was
probably within three m inutes,'
the initial crew was over
whelmed by the need to get
everyone outside as quickly as
possible.
While some firefighters con
centrated on dousing the fire in
the unit in the two-story section
of the building, thick smoke
permeated the entire building,
and spread throughout the
four-story section. Dividing
doors in the hallways, designed
to close in a fire, did not acti
vate, according to Deputy Fire
Chief Michael Denning.
PLEA SE SEE F IR E , PAGE 8.
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B e lfa st- Charming home built in 1900 with a
large lovely yard. Currendy two rental units but
previously a commercial space with residence.
Conveniendy located close to the Belfast walking
bridge for a short walk to Belfast Harbor, shop
ping, restaurants and paths. M any recent updates
including electrical, plumbing, furnace, appli
ances,flooring and heat pump for efficiency and
cooling. Property is on public water and sewer. A
special property in an excellent location.

B u ck sp o rt—W ooded 1+ acre building lot con
venient to Bucksport, Bangor, Ellsworth. Build
y our hom e nestled in the woods n e ar ponds
an d hiking trails and close to G reat Pond
M o u n tain W ildlands a n d B ucksport G o lf
Course.

C all K athy C oogan 207-632-5246 $399,900

C all K ath y C oogan 207-632-5246

BeMast-Experience the stunning views of Penobscot B u ck sp o rt-Acreage! This wooded 83.5 acre parcel
Bay from almost every room in mis lovely 4BR/6BA is easily accessible and offers gradual elevation and
home complimentea w/generous natural light & ample room for a possible home or two. Harvested in
space. A full finished basement can be a haven for vis past years, this lot offers many trails some wide and
iting friends or family, an income or caretaker oppor narrow with access from two roads. Primary access via
tunity, w/indoor & outdoor access, soundproofing &
separate parking spaces. Many renovations and Jacob Buck Pond Road and secondary access off
upgrades completed, include: heated mudroom upper Willis Road via private gated road. Parcel offers
added to enter me home not only from the front porch mixed timber and many possibilities.
but through a garage doorway <x enclosed ramp, new
roo£ replacement & expansion of back deck This
Maine home isjust what you are looking for.

$17,500 Can Michefle Rhodes 214-9305695 $849,000

C all D a n B u r p e e 207-735-5337

Orland—M odern 3B R /2B A saltbox style
home on a private 3 acre lot overlooking
M eadow Brook. Property features an eat-in
kitchen, dining room, living room, first floor
laundry & enclosed 3-season porch. Full walk
out daylight basem ent & detached and over
sized two-car garage with long paved drive
way.

$104,900 Can D an Burpee

207-735-5337 $225,000

Real estate transfers

Ocean's Edge Realty

BUCKSPORT Here are
the property transfers recorded
during the second half of 2020
in the office of Bucksport Tax
Assessor Katlyn Howlett:

469-1046 • 20 Central S tr e e t, Ste 1, Bucksport • w w w .oceansedgerealty.com
Mark Eastman, Wendy Carpenter, Daniel See, & Lorrinda Connolly.

SOU>

• Williams Pond Road, from
Katherine B Allison to Steven P
II and Christy Allison on July
14 for $0. The transfer was
between related parties.
• Williams Pond Road, from
Katherine B Allison to Michael
Allison on July 21 for SO. The
transfer was from a mother to
her son. The property -1 1 .8
acres of land - is assessed at
120,700
• 99 Franklin Street, from
Laura L. Mckerns to William R
and Traci L Miro on July 24 for
$219,000. The third of an acre
developed property is assessed
at $130,000
• 10 Forest Hill, from
Kenneth D. and Kelly J Merrill
to Derek Williams and Malerie
Brown, on July 27. The property

§555*3

is assessed at $115,310.
• Duck Cove Road, from
Lorna Nason to Amanda
Colianni, on July 24 for
$18,400. The transactions
involved splitting a larger parcel,
and the 2.41 acres of land were
assessed at $22,360.
• 150 Cross Road, from the
estate of Kenneth W Mann, to
Lauren M. Greenlaw and
Matthew G. Holmes on June
16.for $94,500. The developed
3.5-acre parcel is assessed at
$83,410.
• 85 Race Course Road
from Bruce N and Melinda J
Pomelow and Amanda Termini
to Christopher Grindle on July
28 for $150,000. The 1.8-acre
developed property is assessed
at $143,338 acres.
• 390 Duck Cove Road from
Brian J.and Ashley L Perry to
Jamie L and Wade D Michael
Matson on July 28 for $174,900.
The developed 1.48 acre prop
erty was assessed at $141,870.
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Roland Grindle Agency
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67 Foster
P .O . &o» 707, Ellsworth. M i 04605 * 207-667*55711
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The Roland Grindle Agency' hasyou covered.
Gall us fodtiv, soyou aren't left out in the eoldl

O ffer available: Jan. 4 - Feb. 28

Visit our website at: m m grimlkmurancexom
And Iifeeus on Fatxhookl

BLOCK

25 MAIN ST
BUCKSPORT | 207-469-7330
270 HIGH ST, STE 101
ELLSWORTH | 207-667-9788

This is an optional tax refund-related loan from MetaBank®, N.A.; it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in amounts of $250, $500,
$750, $1,250 or $3,500. Approval and loan amount-based on expected refund amount, eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved,
funds will be loaded on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount paid directly to
you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this loan, Fees for other optional products or product features may apply. Limited time
offer at participating locations. HRB Maine License No. FRA2.0BTP#B13696. © 2020 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Friends &
S h o t s Bucksport’s full-time
emergency responders all have had
their initial Covid-19 vaccine shots and
now are scheduled for the second and
final shots in the next few days.
The town also is sending postcards
to all residents regarding the process of
making appointments for shots for those
considered most-vulnerable for con
tracting Covid-19.
M a s k s , a n y o n e ? - a while
back the Ford Motor Co. sent out an
offer of free facial masks to police '
departments.
Bucksport Deputy Police C hief
David W inchester sent in a request.
Time passed, and last week a huge box
arrived with the 500 masks Winchester
had requested.
Masks continue to be available in
the lobby of the Public Safety Building

v _

_

_

_

Family

\

)

ter and enrollment for the second.

on Franklin Street.
Thus a rare event when a police
officer asks a citizen to don a mask
before going out in public.
N

u r t u r in g ? -

The

Bucksport Garden Club offers a

$500 Scholarship each year, and now is
the time to apply. Applications are
available for a $500 college scholarship
for a Bucksport High School senior,
with an average of “B” or above. The
student who is planning on entering one
of these fields: horticulture, environ
mental science, agriculture, landscaping,
biology, entomology, forestry, the war
den service or arborist.
The deadline is April 1, 2021.
The applications are available at the
high school guidance office. This schol
arship will be granted at graduation
and will be paid to the college upon
successful completion of the first semes

JOHN R. CROOKER
INSURANCE AGENCY

B o o k i n ’ it i - Andy Lacher, the
man behind the stacks of books at
BookStacks on Main Street, has revised
his hours. Starting this Sunday the shop
will be open from 10 to 2 on Sundays.
The hours on all of the other days
will remain 9 to 3.
Andy’s working alone these days,
and every hour off is important.
N

am ed

- State Representative

Sherm H utchins of Penobscot has
been appointed to the 13-member
Legislature’s M arine Resources
Committee.
Hutchins said he’s looking forward
to supporting a vital part of Maine’s
natural resource economy during and
after the current pandemic. “Maine’s
economy, heritage and way of life is
closely tied to the proper management
of our natural resources, especially our

marine resources.
‘The events of this past year, and
the current situation, have made a diffi
cult way of life even more challenging
for our fishing families. I will do any
thing I can to encourage a safe, speedy
return to our normal way of life. We
need to support and encourage entre
preneurship, hard work, innovation and
forward looking economic policies that
create jobs.”
The committee has oversight of the
Department of Marine Resources;
Marine Patrol; commercial and recre
ational marine fisheries management,
licensing and enforcement; marine sci
ence and research; shellfish sanitation
and management; and aquaculture.
COVID requirements mean much
of the panel’s interactions with the pub
lic will be virtual.
The Republican represents Orland,
Prospect, Verona Island and Penobscot
as well as other communities.

O SBO RNE’S

PLUMBING & HEATING. INC.
Taking care o f our custom ersfor 2 7 years1
To O u r C ustom ers,

PERSONAL & COMMERCIAL IN SU R A N C E SINCE 1928
O u r fr ie n d ly agents re p re s e n t o v e r 25 d iffe re n t c o m p a n ie s . W ith a ll
those ch o ice s w e can o fte n fin d you g reat co ve ra g e at a reasonable
p ric e . 3 lic e n s e d agents are ready to h e lp yo u u n d e rsta n d in su ra n ce
and ensure y o u r assets are protected.
A uto, Boat, C o m m e rcia l L ia b ility , H o m e , ATV, Rental Property,
M otorcycle, S now m obile, Artesian, C ontractor, & U m b re lla Policies available.
N o A p p o in tm e n ts needed, Phone quotes are w e lc o m e .
Service is o u r specialty

6 Elm Street, PO Box 1400

207-469-3152 (PH)

Bucksport, Maine 04416
207-469-0625 (FX)
website: www.jrcrooker.com email: diane.mcguire@jrcrooker.com

As a precautionary measure we are closing
our office to the public until further notice.
If you need to drop something off during
business hours we have a lockbox outside the
office door that is checked daily.
The office is staffed and we are still taking
appointments daily; and as always, we have
24-hour emergency service 7 days a week.
Thank you,
The Osborne’s Crew
„ ,
Hours: Mon-Fri. 7:30 am - 4 pm
Bucksport
r
Ellsworth
15 Heritage Park Road Bucksport, ME 04416
105 High Street, Ellsworth ME 04605
Ph: 469-6225 • Fax: 469-1923
Ph: 412-0401 • Fax: 412-0403
: visit our website @ Osborneservices.com * or Email: osbornebv@aol.com
p i ?
Mailing: PO Box 1718, Bucksport, ME 04416
visa
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FROM AWAY -

C o n su lta n t o ffe rs Idea # 2 - fo r fre e !
program on IT. Bring in top notch internet, offer
inexpensive but comfortable space and advertise it
......I said iii my last “From Away” column (1728],
nationally on-line.
I have a second idea. If I read correctly,
Offer the space rent-free up-front, charging
Bucksport wants to attract a younger working pop only for utilities, and build up the rent as the com
ulation. To do that, it needs to give
pany develops. Some of the compa
them reasons to be living in the town
nies will fail, but others will succeed,
Offer
beyond the natural beauty and great
and the town should stand available
people of die place. Why not make
in cen tives, to help the good ones find additional
Bucksport a mini tech center?
appropriate space.
Start-up companies are popping up an d the tech ies
Employees for these kinds of
all- over the place. Most of them are
businesses tend to be young. The
will com e.
IT-focused and are developing soft
attractions of inexpensive space, rea
ware for someone else or for direct sale to the mar sonable living costs, high-tech challenges, and the
ket.
great outdoors, should bring them in.
Spaces for these companies in big cities are
The town is already forward-looking and work
expensive, but they are not usually looking for
ing to bring in new business. My thought is to
walk-in business, so the idea of inexpensive space
focus that effort on business that draws in young
with excellent internet bandwidth in a gorgeous
people. It’s a change in focus, not necessarily in
setting with all sorts of natural resources could be
program.
a great option.
According to The Bucksport Enterprise, the town
The writer, a business consultant and long-time
has developed space for businesses to start-up and
contributor o f occasional columns to The Bucksport
develop, is helping with tax breaks and even grants Enterprise, keeps tabs on Bucksport from his home
sometimes. My thought is to focus this existing
in Batavia, IL

ALAN F. SPEAR

Looking a t y o u rig h t in the e ye !
B u ck sp ort nature p h otograp h er R ick M cH ale is back,
tracking d ow n h is prey and ad d in g to h is co lle ctio n o f
d eer and other w o o d la n d and lak e p ictu res. T h is sh o t
w a s taken recen tly on th e C am p R oad.

Actions, not words
It’s beyond time to see the Town of Bucksport take action
against the Spring Fountain Inn (or if you prefer the traditional
name) the Spring Fountain Motel.
A long list of potentially very dangerous health and safety issues
has hung over the establishment at 196 U.S. Route 1 for years now.
The place even has gone without a valid innkeepers’ license since
May of 2018.
State and local fire officials have walked through every inch of the prop
erty multiple times and the police have had more calls that ended in an arrest
__
__
.
at the motel since the start of 2020
£ i U l JL U i K l A J j
than they have had at any other site
in Bucksport. The negative reviews
and complaints by those passing through and unwittingly staying there reflect
on this community
We, like many local officials, have sympathy for many of those
staying at the motel and cannot find lodging they can afford else
where. We also worry for their health and safety.
As one man very familiar with the situation said this week,
“Enough is enough.” It’s beyond time for decisive actions.

Periodicals postage paid at Bucksport, ME 04416
— USPS #009997 —

LETTER S.
Common sense starts here
To the editor,
I would like to answer Angela McCleary's
question from last week's letters (Enterprise,
1/28).
No, you and Joseph D'Avanzo are not the only
ones in town with common sense. I, too, have been
questioning the Town Council's decision-making
lately. The council does seem to spend a lot of
time just wasting money.
While I do agree that low-income housing is
needed, it does not need to be on Main Street.
Mr. D'avanzo has come up with some very
clever ideas that should be considered. I don't
know why the town is in such a rush to give away
this land {empty town-owned lot on Main Street].
It could be put to such better use.
If we do want to add more low-income hous
ing, why don't we take a look at all the vacant and
dilapidated houses that we already have?
We should be looking to improve upon what
we already have. Let's figure out some way to
clean up the sections of railroad tracks. I do like
the idea of having a ship to celebrate the town's

Thank you from the K of C
To the Editor,
The Knights of Columbus of tire St Vincent de
Paul’s Church of Bucksport would like to thank all
the participants who supported our fish fries at St.
Vincent’s this past year. Due to the covid virus, our
season was shortened to just a few events. In spite of
difficulties and necessary' restrictions, take out,
boxed dinners were provided and each event was
sold out promptly to so many smiling , happy faces.
We, Knights, realized then that it wasn’t just dinner
that people desired, it was the human need of par
ticipation, sharing community, and giving to pro
vide the satisfaction that people need for society to
function.
Wc specially thank all of the members of the
Knight’s for giving their dues, time, labor, and
donations so that we could still answer the call of
those in need.
This year due to your sponsorship of our fish
fries, we answered the call of the Free Wheelchair
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Biden off to a great start
To the Editor,
The Narramissic River was all open water
when I drove through Orland Village the other
day. It brought to mind 35 years ago w'hen I skat
ed across it on firm ice in December.
How times have changed! It made me reflect
back on last summer, when unprecedented
drought forced me to start lugging water to my
garden, weeks earlier than I had in over 45 years
as well as the unprecedented heat that made regu
S e n d le t t e r s to :

- T O T H E ED ITO R
shipping history.
We have so much history all around us, so
tours of important locations and cemeteries could
work. We could even capitalize on Bucksport's
haunted reputation with ghost tours.
Another issue is that we have no nightlife here.
Everything shuts down by 9. The Maine Maritime
Academy has purchased one of the buildings at
the former paper plant for the purpose of certify
ing- and re-certifying professional mariners. These
people will need a decent place to stay, and proba
bly would like someplace to hang out, and imbibe.
Do we prefer that they spend their money in
Bangor or Ellsworth?
Cruise ships seem to come to port in the late
afternoon/early evening hours on weekends.
There isn't much for them to do but wait for their
bus to Bar Harbor. Also, there are a lot of local
musicians like myself that would like a local venue
to show off our talents.
Angela and Joseph have certainly provided
many great ideas - for free - that are much better
than what town officials have paid experts for.
John C. Moran
Bucksport
Mission, of winter coats for youth’s to Bucksport
Community Concerns, to Snowman’s program for
youth, to the support of a family’s medical needs, to
a fellow Church for pillows and a microwave oven,
to help those studying to be a Priest.
Also a special drive for the intellectually dis
abled and the Special Olympics and we thank
Tootsie Rolls for their participation in that collec
tion. We helped with maintaining the Catholic
cemetery ,with rebuilding the flag pole, cleaning the
Church after Mass, snowplowing the walkway's,
washing and waxing the floors and with tilings I
can’t even remember.
The point though is that we thank all of you for
helping us help others. Hey, and don’t forget, you
also get to participate in the best fish fry in the state
of Maine. Ha!!
Ken Allen, Grand Knight,for
Council # #5756, of the
Knights of Columbus Bucksport

lar watering essential.
I wondered what other readers may recall of weath
er conditions in the past, before climate change affected
our lives.
I am so grateful the [PresidentJoseph] Biden’s
administration is tackling climate change on a broad
basis, includingjoining the Paris Climate Agreement
If we move forward expeditiously, maybe we
won't be too late, and our grandchildren can enjoy
Maine the way we did.
George Schelling
Orland

theenterpr@aol.com
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Officer Fred: Our ‘hero’
In a small New England town far, far away, there
flashing blue light after sticking it atop the roof.. He
was but a single police cruiser, and it was very much - was reluctant to hit the siren, for anyone who did that
used, even abused before the town bought it. That
in the wee nighttime hours, would have to explain
clunker was out-of-service, often for days, as a
himself to the chief in the morning after the
mechanics scoured about for a part - generally
inevitable calls from the awakened citizenry.
used-to get the engine huffing again.
By the time the vehicles flew past the Town Hall
The selectmen, under great pressure, would set
things got serious. The suspects were speeding up and
out to buy another used vehicle, confining their
Fred hit that siren. That apparently caused the sus
search to the sparse choices in the used
pects to speed up even more as they
car section of the Chevy dealer, who
headed for the rotary at 60, maybe 70
was said to be politically connected.
miles an hour.
F ro m th e
Once found, the vehicle would be
. T hat’s where things got dicey,
m a rg in s
painted black, if it wasn’t already that
Fred thought they would veer to the
color. The rotating light with the mag
right toward Gilbertstown. The pur
o f a n e d ito r ’s
netic bottom for placement on the roof
sued had other plans, veering left
n o te b o o k
when the need arose, would be trans
toward Simpsonville, screeching
ferred to the seat of the next cruiser.
through the intersection and going the
The old siren would be bolted to the
wrong way around the rotary..
new bumper because it still worked, at least some of
This caused Fred to overshoot the rotary, back up
the time.
and then proceed around the rotary in the legally cor
All went well until that fateful night in 1951, the
rect way. .Those few seconds allowed the pursued to
night Officer Fred, known as“Dumbo” by most in the barrel across the railroad tracks a half mile down the
town, probably for his unique mental acumen, was on road a full 30 seconds ahead of Fred.
the graveyard shift. Fred loved that shift. About mid
Fred, now angry and toting up the many charges
night, an hour into the shift, he’d motor into one of
he planned to write, gave no heed to the now-flashing
the isolated sandpits, catch the highlights of the Sox
red lights and not-so-loud bells on either side of the
game on his portable radio while downing whatever
road. There were no warning gates.
“Mrs. Dumbo” put in his lunchbox and then fall
Intent on the disappearing red lights on the car
asleep.
ahead, Fred was oblivious to all else. The slowThis night, Officer Fred was poised and ready
moving milk train, which came through around
for action; and little did he know that action was
2:30 each morning, emerged from behind the trees
and, POW, it T-boned the passenger door of
coming right at him.. Parked 90 degrees to Main
Fred’s cruiser, towing its way along at 10 or 15
Street, known to the locals as “Dumbo’s Place, he
waited for some traffic — for generally there was
miles an hour. The cruiser was several hundred
feet down the track, finally ignominiously sliding
none at that hour.
off the front of the locomotive and into a ditch,
This night, however, at 0216 hours, according
overturning in the process.
to the eventual police report, Officer Fred spotted
a sedan going (he calculated as the town possessed
A spotlight on the engine cast an eerie bright
no radar device), “at least 40 miles an hour.” As
glow on the wreck.
After being patched up in the hospital, Officer
the sedan sped past Fred’s vantage point, Fred saw
his duty and the chase was on.
Fred quiedy retired on a disability, but not before
the chief presented him with the key salvaged
Now, Main Street in this town was a true
from his last cruiser. The local newspaper ran a
wonder, for it was more than two miles long,
photo of the presentation of the key, and some
straight as the proverbial arrow, and culminated in
how managed to work the word “hero” into the
the Town Square. In the center of the square was
a rotary with the town flagpole in the center.
cudine under the picture.
As Officer Fred headed to the intersection, he was
- DON HOUGHTON
bumper to bumper with his prey.. He activated the

- LETTERS. . .C ontinued
‘Executive’ law and order?
To the Editor,
I was wondering if anyone could tell me when
we voted to amend our Constitution—is the rule of
law also gone? It would seem that today we pick
and choose what we want the rules to be. It does
n’t seem to matter if it is legal or constitutional or
even common sense. The courts don't seem to help
much.
I remember when the courts’ job was to make
sure laws were constitutional but now the justices
and judges pick and choose what they want to
hear, or, in some cases, make up new laws or
rights.
I don't believe rights are anything that the gov
ernment can give us. I seem to remember that the
framers of the Constitution understood that the
rights that we have are natural and God-given,
something we are born with. We are born with
unalienable rights enumerated in the Constitution
and that it is the government's job to defend them.
They're not doing a great job.
Who is writing the laws that are getting passed,
is anyone reading them before they sign them? Is
there any input from the governed? Oh, wait, it
would seem we have a new system as of this year,
"Executive Order". How great is.this, now we
don't need any Legislature, so maybe we can save

some money on salaries and silly committee hear
ings that accomplish nothing.
I seem to remember somewhere in the
Constitution it says the government gets their right
to govern by the consent of the governed.
They're not doing a great job.
I do not remember any of the people I voted
for asking if it was okay to give billions of dollars
to foreign countries so they could build a wall or
have a gender study program and who knows
what else.
•
1 don't remember a mandate to change the
country by executive order or join world orders
that change the way America is run, but I am in
my late-60's so I might have missed that.
I am thankful for the generosity of the
Congress- to bestow $600 to each American that
they have helped go out of business or become
unemployed. However I am looking forward to a
universal salary.
In all seriousness, we are in trouble.
We. as a community have to come together and
decide what is right for all of us, then working
with our neighboring towns and so on and tell that
to the people we elect.
I am sick of people calling our elected officials
“leaders”; there are very few who lead.
(Bucksport is lucky to have Sue Lessard, she is
a leader). Maybe our local representative would
organize a meeting, let's hope
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TAX PREPARATION SERVICES
Kim Burgess
(fo rm e rly G o n z a le s T a x S e rv ic e s )
21 S c h o o l H o u s e R d , S u ite 3 6 , O rla n d M E 0 4 4 7 2

S am e fa s t and a ffo rd a b le service
(9 1 0 ) 4 4 7 -2 1 8 6

A F a m ily -O w n e d
Business
539 C e n tra l Street
iks p o rt M E 04416

• FRESH Lobsters*
• Crabmeat *

4 6 9 -7 1 8 1

|

• Steamers •
Fre$fri£ Froi.
Wholesale
Retail

C a ll ah ead
fo r fa s te r
se rv ic e

F all H ours: O pen 6 days 9am - 5p m (closed M ondays)
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S uper B ow l LV S unday M u n c h ie s !
J a W ings, Meatballs, Cocktail “Smokies”
Bratwurst Braised in Beer, 2 fool sub
IS
OR...the Ultim ate Tailgate Pack!!
j j i
Howlers of Beer to Go!
■ L ' V i s i t our Facebook page to team more
m

OPEN: THURSDAY - SATURDAY 11:3G - 7:00
SUNDAY BRUNCH 10:00 - 2:00
CLOSED: MON - WED

Dental Associates
of Bucksport & Ellsworth

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS OF ALL AGES
With our two convenient locations and caring family
atmosphere, we offer our patients the most up-to-date
technology in cosmetic and general dentistry.
www.dental-associates.com

11 Mechanic Street
Bucksport, ME 04416
(207) 469-6191

325 Main Street
Ellsworth, ME 04605
(207) 667-7117

Hardscrabble Stone
and Landscaping, LLC.
Landscaping C onstruction & Design
Com mercial and R esid en tial
S N O W P L O W IN G & S A N D IN G
Stonework
Mulch
Lawn installs
Driveways
Loam
Gravel
Granite
Stone

Storm ? W hat storm ?

Septic Systems & Excavation

Predicted humdinger spares coastal Maine

BUCKSPORT AREA - The snow began
falling Monday night and continued well into
Tuesday, interspersed with moisture putting a
crust on everything.
But, hey, it’s Maine. It’s Feburary. Snow
happens.
Here, the snow total was about five inches
downtown, and a little higher back from the bay..
That was not the case up and down the Eastern
Seaboard where up to two feet of snow kept the new

bie television reporters standing in snowdrifts telling
us it was some cold and, to them, very snowy. .
Local authorities reported no major problems
with the storm, making it a typical winter hiccup
here, while much of the nation bore the brunt as
the storm as it moved east. It proved just another
shovelly storm in this part of coastal Maine.
The Bucksport road crew reported no spe
cial problems in coping with the storm amid
what, so far, has been a relatively open but cold
winter.

136 U .S . Highway 1, Verona Island, ME 04416
O ffic e :

2 0 7 -7 0 2 -9 1 6 1

Cell: 2 0 7 -4 7 9 -2 9 3 1

W IN T E R H O U R S :
Now Open Mon, W ed, & Fri. 7am -4pm
Phone calls will be answered 7 Days A Week!

The Bucksport Enterprise
It's al ways a wi c ke d g o o d read!
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Mitchell-Tweedie
Funeral Home
28 Elm Street

OBITUARIES
— 4

Ja m e s E. G rindle, 1929-2021

B u c k s p o rt

469-3(77
V oting fu n e r a l H o m e — S e a r s p o r t S 4 8 - 2 S 4 S

BookStacks
bucksportbookseller@gmail.com
Books, Magazines. Newspapers, Cards & Gifts,
Fine Wine and Pretty Good Coffee
FREE Wi-Fi 2417 • 469-8992
Andy Lacher, O w ner
Open 7 days a week

PENOBSCOT/BANGOR James Edward
Grindle, 91 passed away peacefully on Jan 13,
2021

He got to join his wife Josephine
Grindle, who predeceased him three
years ago, with the Lord.
A lifelong resident of Back Ridge
in Penobscot James was an avid local
historian and was proud author of
the book, The Back Ridge and
Beyond, about the O rland and
Penobscot area while he was grow
ing up.
He worked as a carpenter for a
number of years Academy and then
worked at Maine Maritime before
retiring to his elaborate flower and
vegetable gardens, wood-carving and
bird watching.
He is survived by his sisters:
Alberta Whitney, Jane Tannehill and
Franklin Grindle, all of Orland; step
sons Kurds Marsh ad spouse Carissa Marsh of
Hampden, Kendall Marsh and spouse Rhonda
and Kevin Marsh of New Hampshire; grand
children Shawn Marsh, Wyatt Marsh of New
Hampshire, and Ryan Marsh and Morgan
March of Hampden, to whom he will ever be

known as “Papa”, along with many nieces,
cousins, and nephews.
He was predeceased by his parents Frank
and Aurilla (Robertson) Grindle, brother Robert
(Bob) Grindle, sister in laws, Jeanette
Grindle and Norma Grindle, broth
er-in-law Edward Tannehill and Phil
Whitney.
A special note to the Astbury
family who were best neighbors,
friends & and, often caretakers as
James could ask for over many
decades. Also, thanks to both Jed
Prouty assisted living and Westgate
Manor, which allowed Jim to be most
comfortable in his last few years.
A graveside service will be held in
the spring at the Hillside Cemetery in
North Penobscot.
Donations may be made in
James's memory to the Penobscot
Historic Society P.O. Box 4
Penobscot, ME 04476, or to the
Bucksport Bible Church, PO Box Q_Bucksport,
ME 04416
Arrangements are under the care of the
Mitchell-Tweedie Funeral Home and Cremadon
• w w w .m itc h e lltw e e d ie - y o u n g , c o m •

G erald A. G iles, 1942 - 2021

Take-O ut S e rv ic e *!
Wed. - Sat. 4pm - 7pm
(Please see this
specials on
our Facebook page)
or go to
mm.macleodsrestaurant.com
*Good to Go

207 469 3963

F a m 'N -6 ty le M e a ls -P a c k e d to T ravel

He is survived by his loving wife of over 39
BUCKSPORT - Gerald A. Giles
years, Delores J Giles of Bucksport; sons; Warren
passed away peacefully in his Bucksport
Giles of Bucksport and Jeremy West of St.
home with family by his side on Jan. 26. 2021.
Petersburg, FL.;. granddaughter,
He was born in Bangor, on Oct.
Ashleigh West of Bucksport, Maine,
6, 1942, a son to Warren and
and her boyfriend Devin; special
Christine Giles, shordy before his
niece Terri, and many nieces,
twin sister Geraldine.
nephew's, cousins, aunts, and uncles,
A Vietnam veteran, Gerry spent
as well as many other family and
two years stationed in Germany.
friends who will miss him dearly.
Once home, he dedi
He was predeceased by his par
cated 36 years to the
ents, Warren and Christine; sister
Bucksport paper mill.
Geraldine; brother Rodney’ nephew
As dedicated as he was
Gerald (“Tink”); father-in-law
to his time in the serv
Joseph; mother-in-law Delores
ice and his work, he was even more
(Sheehan); and many other beloved
so to his wife, family and friends. His
family and friends.
love for his yard, birds visiting his
Gerry will be missed by many
feeders, family dinners, and spending
and
live on in all of our hearts, as
time outdoors always will be remem
G erald A. G iles
well as the memories we've shared
bered; right along side his pride in
with him over the years.
and willingness to help his friends and neighbors
He had asked that in lieu of flow'ers, dona
whenever possible.
tions be sent in his memory, to Disabled
He was a caring, hard-working, family man,
American Veterans, Post Ocflice Box 14301
and a loving son, brother, husband, father, uncle,
Cincinnati, OH, 45250-0301
grandfather, friend and so much more.

C E LE B R A T IO N
O F LIFE
M e m o ria m

Call after 2 p.m. for pickup between 4-7 p.m.

63 Main St. Bucksport ME
Please call for our daily fresh seafood specials

SENI OR MENUS
BUCKSPORT Here are die
menus for the take-out and and
delivered meals offered three times a
week by the Bucksport Senior
Center The meals are 56 each and
are available to anyone within ten
miles of the center: regardless of age
or income. Call 469-3632 before 9
a.m. on die day of die meal

• Friday, Feb. 5 Meatloaf, baked potato, baby
carrots , cookie.

• Monday, Feb. 8 Chicken cordon bleu, scalloped
potato, carrots & peas and cake.

CO M M U N ITY RADIO 89.9
Empowering and inspiring community
by sharing music, information, and ideas.
89.9FM Blue Hill, Maine
streaming at w eru.org & the W E R U mobile app

In loving memory of
Brian Richard Wardwell, who
passed away Feb. 5th, 2020.
We often think of bygone days
when we were all together. The
family chain has broken now.
But sweet memories liveforever.
You bade no one a lastfarewell,
you did not say goodbye.
You were gone before we realized
and only God knows why.
We loveyou.
Sadly missed by thefamily

• Wednesday, Feb. 10 Baked haddock, wild rice, garden

salad and a crisp.

• Friday, Feb. 12 - Chop
suey, garlic bread, garden salad
and pudding
• Monday, Feb. 15 Presidents Day

No meal.

• Wednesday, Feb. 17 Roast turkey., mashed potato,
com and cranberry sauce.
• Friday Feb 19 - Potk &
gravy, mashed potato, green
beans and apple pic.

• Monday, Feb. 22 Chicken tenders, potato wedges,
peas and carrots, and chocolate
cupcakes.

HOLMES
AUTO BODY

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR L PAINTING

WELDING Tel.991’ 1194
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Court news?
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E N T E R P R IS E
CLA SSIFIED
A D V ERTISIN G
APARTMENTS TO RENT
FOR RENT — Place your
apartment, home or cam p
rental ads here. Prices start at
$8 per week. Call 469-6722.
ufn

FOR SALE - FIREWOOD
FIREWOOD - Cut, split
and delivered to Bucksport
and nearby towns. Stubbs
Family Firewood. 469-3725.

Business 4696722
DIRECTORY

ufn

HELP WANTED
W O OD’S

SEAFOOD -

looking to hire a shop work
er. For more information call
469-71*81 or stop in at 539
Central Street.
02/11
CARPENTER - F.L. Davis in
Orland seeks experienced
carpenter with knowledge
of homebuilding and reno
vation. Requires valid dri
ver's license, offers paid hol
idays, 401 (k) and benefits.
Call Jason at 469-6068 2/18

B ucks beat Searsport 5 8 - 4 8

Ty G iberson h its a 3-pointer toT ead th e Bucks p ast
S earsp ort 58-48. Ty fin ish ed the night w ith 22 p oints.
H ere O w en Sherw ood drives dow n th e m id d le for the
Bucks.
All Bucksport High School home games are being livestreamed on the internet because the gym is limited to
50 persons, including the players and officials.

St e p h e n m c a r t h u r &
C O . hiring COVID-conscious

carpenters, skilled and
helpers. Good character a
must. Year-round work with
small, friendly professional
outfit. Call 326-9612, and
leave a clear message. 4 /i8
FULL-TIME CRM As

Seeking full time CRMAs.
Jed Prouty Residential Care.
Call Rhonda at 952-0241 or
902-1220.
Please
call
ahead.
ufn
STORAGE

P L U M B IN G
{S E R V IC E S N O W |
A V A IL A B L E

FUEL SERVICE
Fuel Oil 8t Propane
24 H o u r Em ergency Service
Oil & Propane Heating Systems
Installed & Maintained

TODDY POND STOR-ALL -

Special rates. New, clean
and well-maintained 5 by 5
or 10 by 20 foot, locked
spaces. 469-6131 or 469-2482
for rates.
ufn
BACK ISSUES
Previous
issues of The Bucksport
Enterprise sometimes are avail
able at $1-per-issue. Please
call 469-6722 asz the office still
is closed to the public.
ufn
MISS AN ISSUE?

Reliable, professional & fast customer service
Over 40 years locally owned & operated
Knowledgeable, honest & friendly service team

Beds, Refrigerators, Ovens, Washers, National Brands
Find them all right here!

207 667-4629
311 High Street, PO Box 669, Ellsworth, ME 04605
Hours: M o n -S a t 8 - 5
www.brownapplianceandmattress.com
Financing Auiilable
to Qualified Buyers!
WOLF . ' I M

l

OIL

• HAC1CCMEF 1 F iSH E FU W M tE t - M

FURNACE

SERVI CE

Midnight Oil Burner Service
Master License/Fully Insured
Home Heating Installation
24 Hour Emergency Service
Preventative Maintenance
No Service Contracts

Serving Bucksport
& Beyond

207-991-2708

C h u ck Breidt

SMALL ENGINE GEAR & REPAIR
--SNOWTH ROWERS--

Budget Programs * Pre-Buy * S ervice C ontracts
60 Years of Service Excellence * Fully Insured.......

Locally Owned & Operated Since ’1956

Reasons Customers Shop at Brown Appliance:

Side by Sides • ATVs

ydf

I

.. j
T o

p la c e

a n

'

m oT O

Sm&M
SALES & SERVICE

a d

c a ll:

469-6722
o r e m a il:

T ow n of P r o spec t
958 Bangor Road • Prospect, Maine 04981
Tel: 207-567-3661 • Fax 207-567-4366

Town of Prospect Current Hired Position:
• Animal Control Officer (Hired 1 year contract)
Please contact the Prospect Town Office for more information.
958 Bangor Road • Prospect, Maine 04981
Tel: 207-567-3661 • Fax: 207-567-4366
Tuesday 1-7, Thursday 10-5, Friday 10-4
02/04,11/21

a p t

ECHO • HUSQVARNA
B .C .S . T IL L E R S

i f

474 RIVER ROAD
BUCKSPORT, MAINE 04416
PHONE 469-2042

theenterpr@ aol. com

SCRAP METAL/RECYCLING

(C lassified ads are

Corey Recycling

$ 8 f o r thef ir s t 2 0
w ords an d 2 5 centsfo r
each additional word.)
D isp la y ads are
based on size.

New 70' Truck Scale-State Certified
Buying all scrap metal
mcoreyrecycling@aol.com

825-3595
494 Brewer Lake Rd, Orrington ME 04474
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Bucksport House of Pizza
132 Main St, Bucksport

469-7511

SU ND AY S -P Ri ME RlB!
16 o z. P rim e rib s p e c ia l* S lo w -c o o k e d to p e r fe c tio n !
S e rv e d w /m a s h e d p o ta to ; b ro c c o li & s a la d ~ fo r $ 1 9 .9 5

*Starting a t 11:30 a.m. until so ld out!!
F u ll s e rv ic e d in in g ro o m o p e n e v e r y day.
A s k a b o u t d r in k s p e c ia ls !
F o llo w u s o n F a c e b o o k
Open Mon.-Sun. *11am-8pm

Paintings - Jewelry
Photography
Woodworks - Fiber
Arts - Furniture
Classes
Rent space for your m onthly
m eetings or Events.
Enjoy our C om m unity
Gathering Room!

(207) 702-9135
86 Main St., Bucksport
10:00 to 4:00, Wed - Sat

GENE BASS CASH FUEL
LIHEAP MEMBER
Locally owned & operated
for over 5 years
Now delivering to the
Castine Area

4 6 9 -2 3 7 3

BUCKSPORT

BIG JAY TREE SERVICE
2 0 7 -7 0 2 -9 0 1 2
Licensed & Insured • Free Estimates

Planting • Pruning
Diagnosis
Hazard Tree Removal
Experienced Climber
Storm Clean-up
Tree Risk Assessment
& Management
Wood chips/mulch

Jason Emery Bucksport, ME
Est. 2005
Certified Arborist, B.S. Environmental Science

Tom A. Goodman

PUBLIC SAFETY
Jailed
ELLSWORTH -T h e se
Bucksport-area residents were
booked at the Hancock County
Jail here:
•Joseph Michael Bradley,
47, of Clifton was booked short
ly before 1 a.m. last Friday
(1/29) after being arrested on
U.S. Route 1 in Bucksport about
11 p.m .last Thursday (1/28).by
Officer Chris Woodman for
allegedly violating the conditions
of his release in an earlier case.
He also was charged with
unlawfully possessing scheduled
drugs and driving with a sus
pended or revoked license.
• Adam David Kneeland,
29, of 199 Millvale Road,
Bucksport was jailed about 9
p.m. last Thursday (1/28). He
was arrested about 7:15 p.m. last
Thursday (1/28) by Officer Eric
Marcel at his home, and charged
with a probation violation.
• David Eliot Dorr, 51, of
1354 Happytown Road in
Orland was booked into the jail
about 11 p.m. He w'as arrested
about 9 by Bucksport Officer
Eric Marcel on the Silver Lake
Road in Bucksport for an alleged
aggravated assault.

•John Bruce Renchen, 47, of
Hudson was arrested shortly
after noon on Jan. 27. He was
arrested in Penobscot by a sher
iff’s deputy for reportedly fad
ing to be in court to answer an
earlier charge.

Accidents
BUCKSPORT - A caller
reported a vehicle diat was
parked on the side of the road
on Pond Street had been backed
into. The car belonged to his
daughter, Shannon Whalen. The
accident was reported about
2:45 p.m. on Jan. 27. The dam
age, according to police, was
minor.

Summonses
BUCKSPORT - These court
summonses were issued here
recently:
• Heather Atwood, 44, of
Bucksport was stopped on Main
Street by Office D. Moody, and
then was charged with operating
without a license in violation of
license condition. She was
stopped about 11:45 p.m. on
Jan. 27.

The fire was blamed on
something left unattended on a
stove, Deputy Chief Denning said.
The occupant of the apart
ment, Juan Mendez, was assisted
by Pastor Peter Remick, the fire
department chaplain. Mendez was
provided with alternative housing
in a motel, clothing, food and
other assistance with the help of
Bucksport Community Concerns
and the Red Cross. The entire
effort was coordinated by Remick.
The deputy chief said the loss
estimate was estimated to be
about S150,000 to the building
and $50,000 for contents.
The totals were higher than
might be expected because of the
extensive damage, and the need to
pry open some of the tenants’
doors to assure every room was
empty. The firefighters had one
master key but there was an

Bump in the road
BUCKSPORT - When you
hit a bump in the road in broad
daylight, it just might be a man
hole cover that has jarred loose.
At least that’s what one driver
found last Friday (1/29).
Sure enough, there was a
hole - but no man - under the
cover.

R ecently found
B U C K SPO R T-If you’re
missing something, the Police
Department has all sorts of stuff.
Items found in spots all over the
area.

- Spring

- Fire at apartments
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

• Richard Palmer, 28, of
Winterport was issued a summons
Jan. 25 about 1:45 p.m. for driv
ing after a license suspension or
revocation after being stopped on
U.S. Route 1. He also was cited
for allegedly attaching improper
vehicle license plates.
• Bcthani DSprague, 25,. of
Northport was given a ticket for
reportedly using a cellphone
while driving on U.S. Route 1
about 2 p.m. on Saturday.

immediate need to search every
room on four floors to assure that
no tenant was overlooked.
The department also called
for the backup aerial truck from
Ellsworth because of the possible
need to evacuate residents from
the upper floors. That truck was
not used, but was summoned in as
a precaution. Departments from
Orland, Orrington and Dedham
also responded.
Both Remick and Todd
Hanson, who operates the Knox
View building, said the commu
nity was fortunate.
Hanson said more master
keys will be placed in a locked
box acessible to the firefighters,
and all systems will be tested.
Remick, said, “we were
lucky,” noting there was the
potential for having to provide
emergency services to many
more people.

Fountain
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
T he motel now owes the
town over $320,000 in current
and overdue sewer and other
charges, but is current on its
real estate taxes.
The New Jersey man pur
chased the motel with the help
of a federal Small Business
Administration (SBA) loan.
The Machias Savings Bank
provided part of the financing.
Both the town and bank
officials attended a ceremonial
ribbon-cutting to celebrate the
change in ownership.
The owner has owned,
operated and sold a number of
similar properties in New York
City and northern New Jersey
areas.

Financial Advisor

T: (207) 469-6352 - F (207) 469-2961
tgoodman I @ baystatefinancial.com
74 Main Street, Suite 300 - P.O. Box 1878
Bucksport, ME 04416

A note to
Enterprise Subscribers,
who are our
‘snowbirds’ —
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S n o w fla k e
D a y s
S u p p o r t L o ca l!
Sh op B u ck sp ort!

W i n a G ra n d P r iz e !*
B u ttin g 4»* *>*, a m trb,
lo ca lly
M mh!
Pays*1'e l w in te r,

CtecIHn each rminthit anyof the
participating local businesses, to see
stoat promotions &salesttey are offering

SertertowirtaGrandPfm*everytime
yawstop at any of these locations!!
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